REMARKS 



Claims 1-8 are pending in the application. The Examiner is thanked for indicating that 
claims 5 and 7 are allowed. No new matter has been added by these amendments. 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Japanese 
Patent Reference No. 05292050 to Takatori in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,671,760 to Kawasaki. 
The rejection is respectfully traversed for at least the following reason. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the filing date and priority dates for the instant 
applications. The instant application was filed on February 25, 2002, and claims priority to a 
PCT application dated September 2, 1999. 

The Kawasaki reference was filed on July 30, 1999 and issued into a patent on December 
30, 2003, without any prior publication. Thus it is submitted that Kawasaki qualifies as a 
reference under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). 

Both Kawasaki and the instant application are assigned to Fujitsu Ltd, and were so at the 
time of filing of the instant application. 

Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c), a commonly assigned reference qualifying as a reference 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) cannot be the basis for a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 
Accordingly, withdrawal of the instant rejection is respectfully requested. 

In view of the remarks set forth above, this application is in condition for allowance 
which action is respectfully requested. However, if for any reason the Examiner should consider 
this application not to be in condition for allowance, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
telephone the undersigned attorney at the number listed below prior to issuing a further Action. 
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Any fee due with this paper may be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-1290. 

Respectfully submitted, 



/Nathan Weber/ 
Nathan Weber 
Reg. No. 50,958 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 026304 

Telephone: (212) 940-8888 

Fax: (212) 940-8986 or 8987 

Docket No.: FUJM 19.441 (100794-00181) 
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